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MESSAGE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR For the people of the Western Cape, water has
seldom been so top of mind. As I’m writing
this letter, there is constant talk of Day Zero
for the City of Cape Town. And that in turn has
evoked a lot of fear around losing this vital
resource.
The immediate solutions to this crisis aren’t
clear. But the crisis has highlighted a number
of realisations we must come to.
For one, this isn’t something that will suddenly pass. We need to change the way we see
and use our water. We need to treat it as the
precious resource it is.
Secondly, there’s a lot we can do – and that
we are already doing. Healthy catchments
are vital – catchments covered in natural
vegetation like fynbos and cleared of invasive
plants. Why is it so important? One pine tree
consumes 900 litres of water a day. In comparison, Capetonians have been told they can
use only 50 litres a day per person.
For Flower Valley, clearing invasive species
in natural landscapes fits with our vision: A
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fynbos-filled future for life and livelihoods.
Under the Agulhas Biodiversity Initiative Alien
Clearing Programme, around 15,000 hectares
are being cleared in a few short months.
Flower Valley’s work in fynbos landscapes also
helps us address the threats of climate change
(a contributor to this drought). We know the
Overberg is going to become hotter and drier.
And rainfall will likely become more frequent
in spring (and a lot heavier). These changes
are already affecting our fynbos landscapes
– which in turn impact on people who pick
fynbos (as an example, flowering times are
changing).
So as Flower Valley, we are increasingly supporting mitigation and adaptation for climate
change in wild fynbos – from research, and
harvesting practices, to clearing fynbos of
invasives.
This kind of work won’t prevent the Western
Cape from experiencing tough months, and
even years ahead. But it may just help us be
better prepared for the next time – which will
surely come.

Lesley Richardson

MESSAGE FROM
THE CHAIR Flower Valley Conservation Trust
continues to do impressive work
in pursuit of its goal of supporting
ecologically, economically and environmentally sustainable livelihoods.
Over the last 20 years the strategies
to achieve this have been refined
and the results are becoming tangible. The Sustainable Harvesting
Programme receives international
recognition. The landscape level
conservation initiatives should have
a lasting impact on the Agulhas
Plain.
Another part is a dedicated staff
who drive the programmes with
passion and insight. It is also due
to the relationships that the staff
have built over the past 20 years
with the various landowners and

land managers, with stakeholders throughout the supply chain
and with funders, donors and
benefactors. All those who have
participated in and supported,
whether directly or indirectly, the
programmes of the Trust over the
years should rightly take pride in its
achievements.
Going forward, one of the challenges for the staff of the Flower Valley
Conservation Trust is to develop
avenues through which it is possible to further expand our Fynbos
Family. It is then for each of us to
avail ourselves of the opportunities
so established – to be involved.
By doing so, we will be better able
to secure the sustainability of the
Trust itself.

David Waddilove
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A FYNBOS SPECIES
UNDER THREAT Silver brunia (Brunia laevis) is a fynbos
species that captures the importance of
responsible fynbos picking.

SUSTAINABLE
HARVESTING
PROGRAMME

This species, with its white baubles,
is harvested for fynbos markets in
South Africa and abroad. But here’s the
problem. Silver brunia only grows on the
mountain slopes in parts of the Overberg.
It cannot be cultivated, and so harvesters
depend on wild populations. Silver brunia
attracts high prices in the export market,
resulting in poaching of this species.
Without proper oversight or monitoring
by responsible regulatory authorities and
other partners, there is no knowing what

the impact of this uncontrolled harvesting
might be. While the species is still listed
as Least Concern in the South African
National Biodiversity Institute’s Red List,
this could well change.
The Flower Valley Sustainable Harvesting
Programme, funded by the European
Union and the WWF Nedbank Green Trust,
counters challenges such as this. Working with 30 members, across an area of
75,000 hectares, this assurance programme protects wild fynbos landcapes,
by promoting good harvesting practices.
We also facilitate adherence to social and
labour standards – to ultimately ensure
decent livelihoods.

FINDING WAYS TO
SUPPORT MONITORING -

- THIS PROGRAMME IS SUPPORTED BY -

During the past year, the Sustainable
Harvesting team created new ways to easily
monitor fynbos harvesting – through a rapid
resource base assessment. Through this
assessment, harvesters can more easily
estimate how much of a fynbos species is
available to be picked, and whether species
are picked according to good environmental
principles. The team can also trace where
species are harvested from.
That allows us to establish which species,
and how much of any species is being

picked, and to understand the impacts of
wild fynbos harvesting over time.
Two fynbos field monitors were appointed to
join fynbos harvesting teams as they operated across the landscape. Daylene van Riet
and Berna Jacobs headed out with different
teams daily, completing assessments. The
aim going forward is to train harvesting
team leaders to undertake the assessments
themselves – thereby reducing the time
required and costs of monitoring.
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GETTING RESEARCHERS
EXCITED ABOUT FYNBOS Already information collected from these
assessments has highlighted potential
threats and challenges.

works closely with the research community – exposing students to applied research
opportunities.

These are then captured in a Research Agenda, which is overseen by a Research Working
Group consisting of the country’s most
prominent fynbos researchers and experts.
Through this grouping, Flower Valley

Silver brunia features on this Research
Agenda, as part of a broader set of species
we want to know more about (including how
harvesting impacts on these species).

ENCOURAGING SUSTAINABLE
FYNBOS IN THE UK The Sustainable Harvesting Programme
works closely with partners across the
fynbos supply chain. And as such, the
programme relies on the support of these
players.
So the Trust hosted two stakeholder workshops during the year. These were attended
by landowners, harvesters, retailers and
packsheds. Their inputs continue to guide
the programme and the tools required to
make the programme work.

The Flower Valley Conservation Trust team
also travelled to London, to co-host an
ethical trade and sustainable production
workshop, along with the Universities of
Newcastle and Durham. The workshop
looked at ethical trade in sectors such
as cocoa and fruit – assessing potential
opportunities for fynbos markets, and
highlighting lessons already learnt in these
industries.

#PROTECTING THE CAPE FLORAL KINGDOM
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TAKING A LANDSCAPE APPROACH
TO THE OVERBERG’S THREATS The Agulhas Biodiversity Initiative (ABI)
brings together conservation partners
across the Overberg. The aim is to plan
strategically, to help each other reach
our conservation goals.

AGULHAS
BIODIVERSITY
INITIATIVE

Flower Valley Conservation Trust serves
as the coordination unit of ABI. Our role
is to create the opportunities to connect
with each other, to improve landscapes.

And to roll out specific ABI-related
projects to improve our natural and agricultural environment in the Overberg.
ABI works according to four main
themes. These are: integrated land-use
planning, responsible tourism, environmental education and transitioning to a
green economy.

PROVIDING SUPPORT FOR THE
OVERBERG COMMUNITY Since 2013, ABI provided a Small
Grants Facility – supported by the Table
Mountain Fund, an associated Trust
of WWF-South Africa. The ABI Small
Grants Facility gave financial support to
20 small projects over three years. The
project ended in 2017.

The aim was to encourage closer
cooperation between community-based
conservation-related projects and municipalities in the Overberg – and it did
just that. Projects that were supported
include: the Nuwejaars Wetlands Special
Management Area, Greyton Transition
Town, Birdlife Overberg, Whale Coast
Conservation and many more.
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#IMPROVE LANDSCAPES
#CONNECT COMMUNITIES

MAKING IT EASIER TO
MONITOR ALIEN CLEARING -
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The ABI team has focused on
the threat of invasive alien
plants. Over the past four years,
Flower Valley (under the ABI
banner) facilitated the ABI Alien
Clearing Project.

most are running a business
and making a living from
their farms. And that makes it
challenging to integrate alien
clearing monitoring into farm
management plans.

This project acknowledged how
difficult it is for a landowner
or land user to monitor the
impacts of alien clearing. The
tools that are available are often
costly and time-consuming.
That’s something landowners can’t always commit to:

So the ABI team, through funding from the Table Mountain
Fund, started work on developing monitoring models that are
accurate, scientifically robust
and cost-effective for landowners to use.

The first step was to develop
draft monitoring guidelines to
better understand how invasive
alien control measures help.
Then the team set out to test
these monitoring guidelines.
While the guidelines are still
being piloted, a new invader
in the Overberg presented an
ideal opportunity to the team –
working closely with the South
African National Biodiversity
Institute (SANBI).

THE HYPE AROUND A NEW
OVERBERG INVADER The invasive species, known as Kangaroo Paw (Anigozanthos flavidus) was
found on a fynbos farm, called Blomkloof, on the Agulhas Plain. The aim
was to eradicate this population, while
surveying, collecting and recording information on the species and the area.

to be further developed and improved.
Through ABI, more than 100 landowners have actively participated in removing invasive species from their farms.
These landowners are keen to stay
involved, and offer the ideal platform to
further test monitoring models.

While the population was being removed, it allowed monitoring protocols
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CREATING THE RIGHT ENVIRONMENT
FOR YOUNG CHILDREN For the past 18 years, Flower Valley has
coordinated an Early Childhood Development (ECD) Programme. This started
when, in 1999, an aftercare centre was
opened on Flower Valley Farm, to care for
the children of parents harvesting fynbos
in the Walker Bay region.

EARLY
CHILDHOOD
DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME

Today our centre-based programme
provides support to five ECD centres in
the Gansbaai and surrounding rural areas.
This support includes management,

governance, registration, learning programme, resourcing and comprehensive
professional development.
We work with our partners on the ground
in the classrooms, to those in government. Only together can we achieve our
Early Childhood Development aim: to
improve access to a good quality developmental environment for young children
and their caregivers and educators.

BUILDING POTENTIAL THROUGH
HOME VISITS Many children in our area do not have
access to Early Childhood Development
centres. There are many reasons for this:
from poverty in marginalised communities, to limited government capacity. So
partnerships are needed to bring ECD services and support to these young children.

Our home-based programme aims to
fill this gap. We provide home visits and
playgroups facilitated by fieldworkers
from the communities where the children
and parents live, providing support where
possible. And we bridge the gap where
the developmental potential of children is
vulnerable, by creating partnerships and
being a voice.
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FLOWER VALLEY FARM
THE ADVENTURER’S PLAYGROUND -

#WEAVING THE GREEN THREAD

THE EARLY LEARNING CENTRE
TURNS 18 In 2017 the Flower Valley Early Learning
Centre turned 18. Over the years, this centre
has been vital in training ECD professionals.
These practitioners now work in schools and
centres throughout the Overstrand.

Since 1999, more than 400 children have
attended our centre: receiving the support of
the caring teachers. They’ve also experienced the natural nurturing and playful
environment at our centre on Flower Valley
Farm, where they’ve developed and grown.

OLD FRIENDS & NEW PARTNERSHIPS Strong partnerships are essential for our
programme to grow. Through partnerships,
we can implement government’s policies.
And children can benefit from holistic,
integrated ECD. We work with wonderful
partners, including the Western Cape Department of Social Development, the Western Cape Education Department, Boland
Further Education and Training College,
Enlighten Education Trust, the Overstrand
Municipality, community stakeholders,
donors and caring individuals.
An exciting new partnership with the Grootbos Foundation was also formed. Together
16

we now focus our combined efforts on
meeting the needs of young children in
Masakhane, Gansbaai.

Flower Valley Farm is the home of Flower Valley
Conservation Trust. This site captures the heart
of the Greater Cape Floral Kingdom, from the fynbos-covered mountains, to the indigenous forest
– the home of Cape leopards, Cape bushbuck and
a host of other animals.

tional in the United Kingdom stopped by to see
nature’s display.

So it made sense to showcase Flower Valley Farm
as an eco-tourism hub. During the past financial
year, international tourism trips from the Royal
Horticultural Society and Fauna & Flora Interna-

The farm is also becoming an adventurer’s
playground. In the past year, the Klipspringer
Mountain Bike Trail launched. The 30km trail starts
on Flower Valley Farm, and includes 1129m of
climbing. And the farm also provided some tough,
yet beautiful mountain biking and trail running
routes during the Funky Fynbos Festival – hosted
every September.

FYNBOS RETREAT

A SPECTACULAR STAY -

This self-catering accommodation, a joint
venture between Flower Valley and Grootbos
Nature Reserve, offers a spectacular, and
eco-friendly stay in the Cape Floral Region.
And National Geographic agrees: they recently
highlighted Fynbos Retreat as one of the top
21 places to stay if you care about the planet.

During the past year, the accommodation
also enjoyed an 11% increase in visitor numbers. It remains a stop-off point on the
three-day Fynbos Trail hike, and provides
hikers with unforgettable scenes of fynbos,
forests, and waterfalls.

With these partnerships now secured, we
can scale up our programme to reach 300
children in the coming financial year. It’s
important for us to reach more children in
the Overstrand area, given the large numbers here still needing those services that
this partnership delivers. Every child has the
right to such services, and the difference
we make to one child’s life has far-reaching
consequences.
9
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DONORS
The Trust wishes to thank all our donors over the past year. While many donors have
provided funding, other donors have offered technical support and donations-in-kind.
ApexHi
Arniston Home Builders
Blanche Stephenson
Build It Gansbaai
Burmar Civils Gansbaai
Carol Cooper
Caroline Peterson
Clive Prins
Countess Sylvia Labia
Department of
Environmental Affairs
Don Mackenzie
Drakenstein Trust

European Union
Grootbos Foundation
Hans Hoheisen
Charitable Trust
Jason Temmers
Julian Reed
Lighthouse to Lighthouse
Lomond Wine Estate
Lynton Phillips
Mandy Barnett
Marlinda Wright
Michelle Basson
MySchool Card Initiative

Nussbaum Foundation
Steve du Toit
Steven Du Mont
Table Mountain Fund, an
associated Trust of WWF-SA
Taurus Chemicals
Vivolicious
Western Cape Department of
Social Development
WWF Nedbank Green Trust
WWF-SA

ADOPT A HECTARE

MORE THAN DOING GOOD -

Flower Valley Farm is a biodiversity showcase. But aside from eco-tourism activities and
some sustainable harvesting that takes place here, the Trust relies on donations in order to protect
this landscape.
So we encourage people to adopt a hectare of fynbos and forests on the property. That allows the
farm to manage each hectare, clear the farm of invasives, and ensure firebreaks are in place. And
we send regular feedback to those who have adopted on what is blooming on their hectare.
A special thanks to the 2016-17 guardians who adopted a hectare or more on Flower Valley Farm:
Robin Winckel
John Nel
Carol Cooper
Susanne Streun
Lesley Richardson
Dave Pearse
Suzette Snyman
Marian Oliver
David Waddilove
Tessa Oliver
Marinda Nel
Elke Lorenz
The Vineyard, TownNina Kovensky
Friends from Botswana
Pam Richardson
Ian Wyness
House & Oude
Piet & Linda Human
Jan Buysman
Werf Hotel Group
Robin Crawford
Jess Price & Love Nature
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PARTNERS
To our partners, our thanks for a year in which we could continue to build our
relationship with you.
ABI Partners
Akkedisberg Conservancy
Aquarella Invest (Avilla Farm - Dr André
Meyer)
Badisa
Beaming Kids Academy of Life
Boland FET College
Cape Action for People & the Environment
Cape Agulhas Municipality
Cape Flora SA
CapeNature
Centre for Invasion Biology, Stellenbosch
University
Dr David Bek
De Diepegat Conservancy
Department of Health
Dyer Island Conservation Trust
Enlighten Education Trust
Fauna & Flora International
Foundation for Community Work
Gansbaai Tourism
Global Environment Facility FynbosFire
Project
Greater Overberg Fire Protection
Association
Grootbos Private Nature Reserve
Health & Welfare Committees:
Buffeljagsbaai & Pearly Beach
Individuals who donated resources to
the Flower Valley ECD Programme
Kleinriviersberg Conservancy

Marks & Spencer
Napier Mountain Conservancy
Nuwejaars Wetlands Special Management
Area
Overberg Crane Group
Overberg District Municipality
Overberg Renosterveld Conservation Trust
Overstrand Municipality
Parents & local communities involved in
the Flower Valley ECD Programme
Pick n Pay
Solitaire Conservancy
South African Education & Environment
Project (SAEP)
South African National Biodiversity
Institute (SANBI)
South African National Parks
Spanjaardskloof Inwonersvereniging
Strandveld Boerevereniging
Sustainability Initiative of South Africa
University of Cape Town
University of Durham
University of Newcastle
Walker Bay Fynbos Conservancy
Western Cape Department of Agriculture
Western Cape Department of Education
Western Cape Department of Social
Development
Wildlife & Environment Society of SA
Whale Coast Conservation
WWF-SA
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FINANCIAL REPORT
AS AT FEBRUARY 2017 -

Report of the independent auditors on the summary annual financial statements to the
Trustees of Flower Valley Conservation Trust (registration number IT437/99) for the year
ended 28 February 2017.
The accompanying summary financial statements, which comprise the summary statements of comprehensive income, and statement of financial position for the year then
ended, are derived from the audited annual financial statements of Flower Valley Conservation Trust for the year ended 28 February 2017. We expressed an unmodified audit opinion
on those annual financial statements in our report.
Management’s Responsibility for the Summary Annual Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation of a summary of the audited annual financial statements on the basis described above.
Auditor’s Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the summary annual financial statements
based on our procedures, which were conducted in accordance with International Standard
on Auditing (ISA) 810, “Engagements to Report on Summary Financial Statements”.
Opinion
In our opinion, the summary annual financial statements derived from the audited annual
financial statements of Flower Valley Conservation Trust for the year ended 28 February
2017 are consistent in all material respects, with those annual financial statements.
The accompanying summary annual financial statements, which comprise the summary
statement of the financial position as at 28 February 2017, and the summary statement of
comprehensive income for the year then ended are derived from the audited annual financial statements of Flower Valley Conservation Trust for the year ended 28 February 2017.

Boshoff Visser Bredasdorp Incorporated Chartered Accountants (S.A.)
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 28 FEBRUARY 2017
Figures in South African Rands
ASSETS

2017		

2016

Non-current assets
Property, plant & equipment
Loans receivable
Investment

8 384 317
1 050 000
100 000

8 478 322
1 469 405
100 000

Current assets
Cash & cash equivalents
Loans receivable
Trade & other receivables

1 630 139
350 000
307 911

2 517 511
350 000
1 028 748

R11 822 367

R13 943 986

Equity
Reserves - revaluation
Accumulated surplus

1 883 021
6 918 089

1 883 021
7 627 482

Non-current liabilities
Non-current portion of
interest-bearing borrowings
Deferred revenue

784 275
1 559 797

797 986
2 651 957

370 514

669 101

123 202
18 846
164 623

120 444
28 995
165 000

TOTAL ASSETS
EQUITY & LIABILITIES

Current liabilities
Trade & other payables
Non-current portion of
interest-bearing borrowings
Provisions
Short term loan payable

TOTAL EQUITY & LIABILITIES

R11 822 367

R13 943 986

STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME AS AT YEAR ENDED 28 FEBRUARY 2017
INCOME FROM DESIGNATED
FUNDS UTILISED

1 957 127
1 111 162

1 722 534
1 340 486

OPERATING EXPENSES
Finance costs

(3 682 432)
(95 250)

(3 243 748)
(87 602)

TOTAL INCOME/DEFICIT

R (709 393)

R (268 330)

Other income
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STAFF

AS AT DECEMBER 2016 Executive Director: Lesley Richardson
Personal Assistant to Executive Director:
Madelyn Heaney
Financial Manager: Annette van Wyk
Financial Assistant: Jacoba Human
Conservation Director: Roger Bailey
Conservation Extension & Applied Research
Coordinator: Kirsten Retief
Ethical Trade Coordinator: Kathy O’Grady
Communications Manager: Heather D’Alton
Communications Officer: Adrianne van Wyk
Website Manager: Tina Vlok
Early Childhood Development Coordinator:
Gabbi Cook Jonker
Early Learning Centre Principal: Jimmona
Schuurman

Early Learning Centre Practitioner: Zandile
Sekwana
Early Learning Centre Practitioner: Zine
Jonga
Flower Valley Farm Manager: Marianna
Afrikaner
Flower Valley Farm Staff: John Izacs
Flower Valley Farm Staff: Sithembiso (Joey)
Nqapha
Flower Valley Farm Staff: Paulina Moos
ABI Alien Clearing Assistant: Nelnishia
Lourens
ABI Alien Clearing Assistant: Mntambo
Nakwa

TRUSTEES
Chair: Waddilove, D
Vice-Chair: Albertyn, J
Gelderblom, T
Malgas, R
Pillay, J

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
BECOME A FRIEND OF FLOWER VALLEY:
Give to protect fynbos, and you can join the Fynbos Family –
an exclusive club of ardent fynbos lovers.
Contact Lesley Richardson to join the club: 082 329 0249;
email: lesley@flowervalley.co.za
Or see our website for more info: www.flowervalley.org.za

ADOPT A HECTARE ON FLOWER VALLEY FARM:
And become a guardian of this corner of the Cape Floral Kingdom for a year.
Contact Adrianne van Wyk to adopt your own hectare: adopt@flowervalley.co.za.
Or find out more on our website: http://www.flowervalley.org.za/adopt-a-hectare/

HOLD A CHILD’S HAND:
Help to lay the foundations for health, happiness and growth for
children in the Overstrand.

Weits, M
Privett, S
Brett, R
Patron: Suzanne Ackerman-Berman

Contact Gabrielle Cook Jonker; email: gabbi@flowervalley.co.za
Or find out more here: www.flowervalley.org.za

LEAVE A LEGACY:
Give a lasting gift to protect fynbos for generations to come.
Contact Lesley Richardson to make a bequest: 082 329 0249;
email: lesley@flowervalley.co.za
Or find out more here: http://www.flowervalley.org.za/leave-a-legacy/

BUY ETHICAL:
Show that you live green and choose responsibly picked fynbos.
Fynbos bouquets picked by members of the Sustainable Harvesting Programme
are sold in Pick n Pay in South Africa, and Marks & Spencer in the UK.

22

23

CONTACT US FLOWER VALLEY CONSERVATION TRUST
PO Box 354, Bredasdorp, 7280
Tel: +27 (0)28 425 2218
Fax: +27 (0)28 425 2855
FLOWER VALLEY FARM
PO Box 393, Gansbaai, 7220
Tel: +27 (0)28 388 0713
Fax: +27 (0)28 388 0442
PBO no: 930 011 712
NPO no: 083 402 NPO
Registration no: IT 437/1999
www.flowervalley.org.za
info@flowervalley.co.za

@flowervalleyct
Flower Valley Conservation Trust
@flowervalleyct
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